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ANXE OF CLEVES,

FOURTH QUEEN OF HENRY VIII.

HEoJTRY YIH. had, as we have seen, disposed of three queens
before lie sought the him*] of Anne of Oleves; and, though
historians have said much of his devotion to the memory of Jane
Seymour, she had not been dead a month ere he made a bold
attempt to provide himself with another wife. Francis I., when
Henry requested to be permitted to choose a lady of the royal
blood of Franco for hid fjnc-en, replied. kk that there was not a
damsel of any degree in his dominions who should not be at his
disposal." Henry took this compliment so literally, that he re-
quired the French monarch to bring the fairest ladies of his court
to Calais, for him to take his choice. " It is impossible," replied
Francis,<k to bring ladies of noble blood to market, as horses were,
trotted out at a fair."

Reasons of a political nature, combined with his earnest wish
of obtaining a fair and gentle helpmate for his old age, induced
Henry to lend an ear to Cromwell's nattering commendation of
the princesses of the house of Cleves. Anne was the second
daughter of John III., duke of Cleves, by his consort Marie, the
heiress of William, duke of Juliers. She was born the 22nd of
September. 1516, and was brought up a Lutheran, her father
having established the reformed Ldth. in his dominions.

Anne's eldest sister. Sybilla, was married to John Frederick,
duke of Saxony, who became the head of the Protestant confede-
ration in Germany, known in history by the term of " the Smal-
caldic league." He was the champion of the B/eformation, and
for his invincible adherence to his principles, and his courage in
adversity, was sumanied <k the lion-hearted Elector." Sybilla was
famed for her talents, virtues, and conjugal tenderness, as well as
for her winning manners and great beauty. It was mentioned,
as a peculiar reconynendation for Anne and her younger sister, the
lady Ameliel that they had both, been educated by the same pru-
dent and sensible mother who had fomied the mind of SybiUfl., and
it was supposed their acquirements were of a solid kind, since